VZCZCXR01564 

PP  RUEHFK  RUEHKSO  RUEHNAG  RUEHNH 
DE  RUEHKO  #1172  1210637 
ZNR  UUUUU  ZZH 
P 300637Z  APR  08 
FM  AMEMBASSY  TOKYO 

TO  RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHDC  PRIORITY  3829 
RUEKJCS/ SECDEF  WASHDC  PRIORITY 
RUCPDOC/USDOC  WASHDC  PRIORITY 

RUEATRS/DEPT  OF  TREASURY  WASHINGTON  DC  PRIORITY 

RUYNAAC/ COMNAVFOR JAPAN  YOKOSUKA  JA  PRIORITY 

RHHMUNA/HQ  USPACOM  HONOLULU  HI  PRIORITY 

RHHMHBA/ COMPACFLT  PEARL  HARBOR  HI//N541//  PRIORITY 

RHMFIUU/HQ  PACAF  HICKAM  AFB  HI//CC/PA//  PRIORITY 

RUHBANB /OKINAWA  FLD  OFC  US  FORCES  JAPAN  CP  BUTLER  JA  PRIORITY 

RHMFIUU/USFJ  PRIORITY 

INFO  RUEHFK/AMCONSUL  FUKUOKA  7519 

RUEHNH/AMCONSUL  NAHA  9904 

RUEHNAG/AMCONSUL  NAGOYA  5892 

RUEHKSO/AMCONSUL  SAPPORO  8117 

RUEHOK/AMCONSUL  OSAKA  KOBE  1197 

RUEHBJ/AMEMBASSY  BEIJING  3060 

RUEHMO/AMEMBASSY  MOSCOW  2256 

RUEHUL/AMEMBASSY  SEOUL  9075 

RUCNDT/USMISSION  USUN  NEW  YORK  9579 

RHEHAAA/NSC  WASHDC 

UNCLAS  TOKYO  001172 

SIPDIS 

SIPDIS 

STATE  FOR  I/RF,  PA/PR/FPC/W,  IIP/G/EA,  EAP/PD,  R/MR, 

EAP/J,  EAP/P,  PM; 

USTR  FOR  PUBLIC  AFFAIRS  OFFICE; 

TREASURY  FOR  OASIA/IMI; 

SECDEF  FOR  OASD/PA; 

CP  BUTLER  OKINAWA  FOR  AREA  FIELD  OFFICE; 

PACOM  HONOLULU  FOR  PUBLIC  DIPLOMACY  ADVISOR 

E.O.  12958:  N/A 

TAGS:  OIIP  KMDR  KPAO  JA 

SUBJECT:  TOKYO  MEDIA  REACTION  - IRANIAN  PRESIDENT 
AHMADINEJAD 1 S VISIT  TO  INDIA,  PAKISTAN 

1[1 . LEAD  STORIES:  All  Wednesday  morning  papers  gave 
front-page  coverage  to  the  ruling  coalition's  plan  to 
enact  legislation  to  reinstate  gasoline  surcharges  for 
road  construction,  as  well  as  the  announcement  by  a 
state-run  institution  that  the  deadly  H5N1  strain  of 
avian  influenza  was  detected  in  dead  swans  found  in 
northern  Japan. 

%2.  "Iran's  Presence  Growing  in  South  Asia"  On  Iranian 
President  Ahmadine jad ' s recent  visit  to  Pakistan  and 
India,  a Tehran  correspondent  for  the  top-circulation, 
moderate  Yomiuri  wrote  (4/30):  "Ahmadinejad  is 
determined  to  block  U.S.  attempts  to  encircle  his 
country  over  nuclear  issues  by  enhancing  Tehran's  ties 
with  New  Delhi  and  Islamabad  through  the  construction 
of  a pipeline  network  shipping  natural  gas  to  India  via 
Pakistan....  The  pipeline  project  with  the  two 
neighbors  is  becoming  increasingly  important  for  Iran, 
given  intensified  U.S.  pressure  on  regional  countries 
not  to  undertake  projects  with  Iran.  A start  of  the 
project  would  enable  Iran  to  claim  that  U.S.  pressure 
is  not  working." 
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